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EDUCATION
1987-95:  Northwestern University  

Ph. D. in History - 1995

Dissertation: "Becoming Walati: A Study of Politics, Kinship, and Social Identity in a 
Nineteenth-Century Saharan Oasis"  

Major Fields: Sub-Saharan Africa and North Africa/Middle East 

Research Related Field: Anthropology

1979-1983:  Austin Peay State University

B.A., (Summa Cum Laude)

Major: History, Minors: Sociology and Political Science

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

2005- 2022: Associate Professor of History / University of Georgia
2001- 2004: Assistant Professor of History / University of Georgia
1995- 2001: Assistant Professor of History / University of Florida
1992- 1993: Instructor / Northwestern University
I taught two freshman seminars on nineteenth-century West Africa and one senior seminar on Islam in Africa.

1988- 1990: Teaching Assistant / Northwestern University
I served as a teaching assistant for Professors Ivor Wilks, John Rowe, and Carl Petry in courses on sub-Saharan Africa, North Africa and the Middle East. 
1984- 1986: Secondary School Teacher / Peace Corps Cameroon

I taught English in a rural secondary school as a Peace Corps volunteer, and served as a teacher trainer in the summer 1986 Peace Corps Cameroon training program.

PUBLICATIONS

Book
2002. Becoming Walata: A History of Saharan Social Formation and Transformation, Heinemann Press. 

Articles / Book Chapters

Draft Essay: “Gendered and Racial Slavery in the Moroccan Invasion of Songhay: The Exile and Redemption of Sultan Al-Mansur, Ahmad Baba al-Timbukti and Wuld Kirinfil” for the Journal of Global Slavery (Universiteit Leiden).
Draft Essay: “Slavery and Slave trading in the West African Sahara” for the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of African History (Oxford University Press).
2015. “Ahmad Baba al-Timbukti and his Islamic critique of racial slavery in the Maghrib”, The Journal of North African Studies, Vol. 20, Iss. 1, pp.42-64.

2014. Reprinted essay: “Changements identitaires, émigration et colonialisme à Walata, cité ancienne de Mauritanie. L'histoire politique des Lemhajib” originally appeared in Colonisations et héritages actuels au Sahara et au Sahel. Problemes conceptuels, état des lieux et nouvelles perspectives de recherche (XVIII-XXe siècles), Volume II, pp. 69-122, edited by Mariella Villasante Cervello and Christophe de Beauvais (L’Harmattan, 2007) was reprinted in Le passé colonial et les héritages actuels en Mauritanie, pp. 397- 445, edited by Cervello and de Beauvais (L’Harmattan).

2008. (Book Chapter) “Timbuktu and Walata: Lineages and Higher Education” in The Meanings of Timbuktu (The Human Science Research Council Press, Cape Town), pp. 77-91.

2007. (Book Chapter): “Changements identitaires, émigration et colonialisme à Walata, cité ancienne de Mauritanie. L'histoire politique des Lemhajib,” in Colonisations et héritages actuels au Sahara et au Sahel. Problemes conceptuels, état des lieux et nouvelles perspectives de recherche (XVIII-XXe siècles), Volume II, pp. 69-122, edited by Mariella Villasante Cervello and Christophe de Beauvais (L’Harmattan).

2007. (Encyclopedia article) “Walata” for the Scribner's/Thomson Gale New Encyclopedia of Africa.
2000. “Reproducing Walati Society: Women and the Politics of Gender, Age, and Social Rank in Twentieth-Century Walata,” in The Canadian Journal of African Studies, Vol. 34, no. 2, 189-217.

1998. “Islam and the Construction of Social Identity in the Nineteenth-Century Sahara,” in the Journal of African History, Vol. 39, 365-388.

1989. Encyclopaedia Britannica Yearbook - Seven short articles on the following countries: Cameroon; Central African Republic; Comoros; Congo; Cote d'Ivoire; Djibouti; and Gabon.

1987. Co-author, "Psychiatry and medicine in the US: interpreting trends in medical specialty choice," in Sociology of Health and Illness, Vol. 9, no. 1, 45-61.

CONFERENCE PAPERS, LECTURES, ETC

2021. “Between West Africa and the Maghrib: Southern Mauritania and the Bilad al-Sudan” presented at the workshop “Constructing the Maghrib: Demonstrating the Maghrib’s Africanity” held by the Center for Maghrib Studies at Arizona State University (Tempe) November 5.

2021. “Brothers of Different Races” presented at the Center for Maghrib Studies online workshop “Race and Racism as Lived Experiences in North Africa”, September 24.

2019. “The Trans-Saharan Slave Trade and the Gendered Construction of Race: Comparative Concubinage in Morocco and the United States” at the Center for Maghrib Studies Conference on Race Gender and Migration in Fez, Morocco, December 15-17.

2019. “Trans-Saharan Slavery and Racism: History and the Future” at the APERO African Brown Bag Lecture (jointly sponsored by UGA’s African Studies Institute and the African American Studies Institute) in Athens on September 11th.
2018. “Concubinage and Intrigue in the Songhay Royal Dynasty: The Case of ‘Ali b. Dawud or Wuld Kirinfil” at the African Studies Association Annual Conference in Atlanta, Georgia, December 1-3.
2016. “John Hunwick and Timbuktu: Building an Intellectual Bridge Across Time and Space,” a paper presented in the Panel John Hunwick: Institution Builder, at the African Studies Association Conference in Washington, D. C. on December 3.

2015. “A Theory of Haratin Identity based on the Practical Limits of Saharan Domination,” a paper presented in the Saharan Studies Association Panel, at Annual Conference of the African Studies Association, San Diego, California, November 19.
2014. Discussant on the African panel at the Cambridge History of World Slavery Conference at Emory University, September 19 & 20, 2014.
2013. Participant in the “Round Table on the Crisis in Mali” sponsored and organized by the African Studies Institute and held on January 30 at the Miller Learning Center, UGA.

2013. “Resolving the Moral Ambiguity of Ending Racial Slavery: Ahmad Baba al-Timbukti and his Dialogue with the Maghrib” at the workshop entitled “The Southern Shores of the Mediterranean and Beyond: 1800 to the Present” on April 13 at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis.

2012. “Milk Kinship in Islamic West and Northwest Africa and the Intellectual Construction of the Body,” a paper presented to the History and Gender Workshop in LeConte Hall at the University of Georgia on October 25.

2012. “Milk Kinship in Islamic West Africa and the Intellectual Construction of the Body and Kinship,” a paper presented in the panel entitled “Constructing Saharan ‘Relatedness’: milk-kinship and concubinage, comparing across time and space” at the African Studies Association of the United Kingdom conference in Leeds, England on September 7.

2012. “Writing Identity and Community in Walata: Southern Saharan Ethnogenesis Through Arabic Texts,” an invited lecture at the monthly Ifriqiyya Seminar at Columbia University, New York on May 3.

2011. “The Mirrored Diasporas of Slaves and Masters, and their Merging Identities in the Southwestern Sahel and Savannah,” a paper presented at the symposium entitled “Confluence of Cultures or Convergence of Diasporas: An International Symposium” in Marrakech, Morocco”, May 20-22.
2010. “The Textual Representation of Race and Slavery in Songhay,” a paper presented in a panel entitled “The Trans-Saharan Textuality of Race, Slavery and Abolition” at the annual meeting of the African Studies Association, held in San Francisco, November 18- 21.

2010. “An Introduction to the History of Slavery in West Africa and Mauritania” a paper presented at the Seminar on Mauritania, organized by the State Department and the National Intelligence Council for the new US Ambassador to Mauritania, and held in Washington, DC on September 20.
2009. “Writing Community and Imagining the Self in Nineteenth-Century West Africa,” a paper presented to the University of Georgia History Department Faculty Research Colloquium on January 13.
2007. “Writing Community and Imagining the Self on the Eve of European Conquest,” a paper presented as part of a panel entitled “Between the Sudan and Bidan:  Reassessing the “Invention” of Tradition, Race and Ethnicity in the West African Sahara and Sahel.” at the annual meeting of the African Studies Association, held in New York, October 18- 21.

2006. Served as discussant for the panel entitled “Slavery, Gender and Emancipation in Africa and the Diaspora” at the annual meeting of the African Studies Association, held in San Francisco, November 16- 19.

2005. “Timbuktu’s Family Institutions of Higher Education and their Historic Links to Walata,” presented at workshop entitled "The Art of the Book: The Scholarly Tradition of Timbuktu," held in Cape Town, South Africa, August 22- 24. 

2005. “Concubinal Reproduction and the Elites’ Inconspicuous Consumption of their Slaves,” presented as part of a panel entitled “Contesting Demographic Implications of Slavery Across the Sahara and North Africa,” at the annual meeting of the African Studies Association, held in Washington DC, November 17- 21. 

2004. “Voir Les Esclaves, Percevoir L’Esclavage,” paper delivered at a conference commemorating the 150th anniversary of Heinrich Barth’s visit to Timbuktu entitled, ‘Heinrich Barth au Mali (1821-1865): Dialogue des Civilisations’ convened at Timbuktu from November 28 to December 5.

2004. “Echoes of the Weak: Listening for the Voices of Former Slaves in the Reports of Local Administrators,” presented as part of a panel entitled “Colonized Africans: Resistance, Accommodation, Accomplishment” at the annual meeting of the African Studies Association, held in New Orleans, November 11-14. 

2003. “Kinder Gentler Colonialism?: African Servility and Colonial Forced Labor in French West Africa,” paper delivered at the South East Regional Seminar on African Studies, convened at the State University of West Georgia, Carrollton, Georgia, April 11-12.

2002. "The Kinship between Slave and Master: A West Saharan Cloak or Veil?" for

the panel Bending the Chains: The Culture and Politics of Slave Resistance in

North Africa and the Sahara at the annual conference of the African Studies

Association, Washington D. C., December 5-8.

2002. “Becoming Arabs: Islam and Racial Transformations among the Scholarly Families

of the Pre-colonial Sahara,” paper delivered at the South East Regional Seminar on African Studies: Georgia State University, March 22-23.

2001. Discussant for the panel French Imperialism in Senegal and Mauritania Reconsidered: Frontiers, Classification and Social Change, at the annual meeting of the African Studies Association, Nov. 15-18.

2001. "Islam and 'Illegitimate' Slavery: The West African Narratives of Enslavement and Family Origins" at the Conference on the African Slave Diasporas. Essaouira, Morocco, June 14-17.

2001. Chair of the roundtable “Teaching Strategies: Sharing Syllabi and Successful Approaches,” at the Second Annual Meeting of the Southeast Africanist Network, University of Florida, April 26-28.

2000. “War and Peace in Timbuktu: Saharan Islam and the Politics of Tax, Tribute, and Race,” paper given in the panel Conflicts in Citizenry and Autochthony in the Post-Colonial Sahel and Sahara, Sahara at the annual meeting of the African Studies Association, Nov. 16-19.

2000. “Divine and Worldly Authorities: The Synthesis of Islamic and non-Islamic Art and Architecture in West Africa,” paper given at the University of Florida History Department Symposium Rituals and Spirits: Religious Contact and Change in the Early Atlantic World, October 6-7.

2000. “Ibn Battuta Visits Fourteenth-Century Muslim West Africa,” invited lecture delivered to the Sarasota Institute of Lifetime Learning, March 8.

2000. “Islam’s Holy ‘Minority’: Race, Ethnicity, and Genealogy in the Creation of Mauritania” for the panel Minorities and the Construction of Political Communities: A Comparative View at the annual meeting of the American Historical Association, Jan. 7.

1998. "Concubinage and the Contestation of Slavery in the Sahara" for the panel, which I chaired, Reinterpreting Histories and Identities in the Twentieth-Century Sahara at the annual meeting of the African Studies Association on October 31.

1996. "Pastoral Economy and Identity among the Nineteenth-Century Hassan" on the panel Economy, Polity and Identity Along the Southern Shore of the Sahara at the annual meeting of the African Studies Association in San Francisco, November 26.

1995. "Gendered Interpretations of Body and Soul in Contemporary Walata," for the panel Issues of Gender, Sexuality, and the Body in the Saharan Region, at the African Studies Association, November 6.
1994. "The Social Construction and Mechanics of Milk Kinship in a Nineteenth-Century Saharan Oasis," for the panel Mother's Milk, Blood, and Body: Gender and Female Power in Saharan Arab Society, at the African Studies Association, November 6.
1994. "Milk Kinship and Women's Power in a Nineteenth-Century Saharan Oasis," for the panel Women in Africa, at the University of Wisconsin's Women's History Outreach Conference entitled Women's History: Digging, Doing, Disseminating, June 3.

1993. "Slavery and Servitude in Karta and the Hodh in the Nineteenth Century," for the panel In the Wake of the Atlantic Slave Trade: Community Life in the Sahara-Sahel, Annual meeting of the Canadian Association of African Studies, May 14.

Book Reviews

2015. ‘Race and Slavery in Morocco.’ Review of Between Caravan and Sultan: The Bayruk of Southern Morocco, a Study in History and Identity. by Mohamed Hassan Mohamed. Leiden, Netherlands: Brill, 2012. The Journal of African History, 56(2), pp. 347–349.

2012. Review of Generations Past: Youth in East African History, edited by Andrew Burton and Hélène Charton-Bigot, for The Journal of the History of Children and Youth (Johns Hopkins Press) Vol. 5, No. 3 (Fall) 485-489.

2004. Review of The Negroland Revisited: Discovery and Invention of the Sudanese Middle Ages, by Pekka Masonen (Finnish Academy of Science and Letters, 2000) in the Canadian Journal of African Studies, vol. 38, no. 1, 192-95.

2003. Review of Subject to Colonialism: African Self-Fashioning and the Colonial Library, by Gaurav Desai (Duke University Press, 2001) in the International Journal of African Historical Studies, Vol 36, No. 2 pp. 583-587.

2002. Review of Corpus of Early Arabic Sources for West African History, by N. Levtzion and J.F.P. Hopkins (Markus Wiener Publishers, 2000) in the International Journal of African Historical Studies, Vol. 35, no. 2, 455-55.

2000. Review of Servants of Allah: African Muslims Enslaved in the Americas, by Sylviane A. Diouf (New York University Press, 1998) in the Journal of African History, Vol. 41, no. 3, 497-500.

2000. Review of La région du Tagant en Mauritanie: L'oasis de Tijigja entre 1660 et 1960, by Abdallah Ould Khalifa (Éditions Karthala, 1998) in the Journal of African History, Vol. 41, no. 2, 308-10.

2000. Review of People Are Not the Same: Leprosy and Identity in Twentieth-Century Mali, by Eric Silla (Heinemann, 1998) in the African Studies Quarterly, Vol. 2, February.
1999. Review of Rebel and Saint: Muslim Notables, Popular Protest and Colonial Encounters, by Julia A. Clancy-Smith (University of California Press, 1997), in the African Studies Quarterly, Vol. 2, February.

1993. Review of After the Jihad, by John Hanson and David Robinson, Michigan State University Press, 1991.  In Sudanic Africa: A Journal of Historical Sources, vol. 4, 223-28.
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
I conducted two years of dissertation research from 1990 to 1992, with funding from the Social Science Research Council. A grant from the University of Illinois Center for African Studies funded my research in Champaign-Urbana in 1993. I also received travel support for summer research from the University of Florida in 1996 and the University of Georgia in 2001 and 2002. In 2001 and 2002 I did two months of research split between Senegal and Morocco, which was funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the University of Georgia History department. Since then, I have conducted short trips to Timbuktu, Nairobi, and Essaouira.
Research Travel
May 2011 (Marrakech and Essaouira, Morocco)
July 2009 (Nairobi, Kenya)
December 2004 (Timbuktu, Mali)
August-September 2002 (Dakar, Senegal)
June 2001 (Rabat and Essaouira, Morocco)
July 1996 (Swahili Coast, Kenya)

August 1993 (Champaign-Urbana)

August 1992 - December 1992 (Nouakchott and Walata, Mauritania)

August 1991 - February 1992 (Walata, Mauritania)

January 1991- July 1991 (Bamako and Timbuktu, Mali)
October 1990- January 1991 (Nouakchott and Walata, Mauritania)

September 1990 (National Library and National Archive in Paris, France)

GRANTS AND AWARDS

LeConte Memorial Travel Grant, University of Georgia (2002)

National Endowment for the Humanities Research Fellowship, 2000/2001

University of Illinois Center for African Studies Summer Research Grant, 1993

Social Science Research Council Fellowship, 1990-92

Fulbright (IIE) Research Grant (declined) 1990/91

Northwestern University Fellowship, 1988-90, 92-93

Title VI Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship for Arabic, 1987/88

The Drane Award, Austin Peay State University, 1983

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION AFFILIATIONS
Center for Maghrib Studies (CMS) at Arizona State University: executive committee member
UGA African Studies Association: executive committee member
West Africa Research Association: member
Southeast Regional African Studies Association: member
Saharan Studies Association: associate and former member
American Institute for Maghrib Studies (AIMS): associate and former member

African Studies Association: associate and former member
RESEARCH LANGUAGES

French- Approximate FSI 4.   I studied French as an undergraduate and have spent more than four years working in Francophone West Africa. I have translated French colonial documents and published excerpts from them in an historical monograph and essays.

Arabic- Approximate FSI 3.   I completed three years of Arabic at Northwestern University and studied Hassaniyya Arabic for two years in Mauritania.  I have specialized reading skills in Sahrawi and Sudani scripts, and have published translations.

Kiswahili- Approximate FSI 1.  I have rudimentary conversation skills, though no formal training. I have spent about 6 months in East Africa.
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